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Office Action Summary 



Application No. [^J~ 



09/977,995 



Applicant(s) 

MOCHIZUKI ET AL 



Art Unit 

2853 



Examiner 

, Ly T TRAN , ■ 

- The MAILING DATE of this communicat ion appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address . 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

E™s^memaybeavai. a ^ tn no .vent, however, may a reply be t,mely filed 

after SK (6) MONTHS from the mailing ^^^^^^ within ^ statu tory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. . 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, " J- ire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- V NO period for reply is specified above the ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on RCE filed 7/14/03 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for Jormal matters prosecutor , as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11.453 O.G. 2U. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) EI Claim(s) 1 , 4-23 and 28-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) EI Claim(s) 1 4-20.28 and 29 is/are allowed. 
6® Claim(s) 21-23. 30-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawings) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional app.icat.cn). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

n , rw r-. h tvTn*<x>\ 4 ) □ !nterview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

1) □ Notice of References CM PTW 92) n patenl App , jcation (pT0 . 152) 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-348) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other. 

PToS 8 ^eTo4 a -0 iT" O* 1 " Action Summar y Paft ° f Paper N °' 1 8 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.11 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 7/14/03 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

pSbimy shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invents was made. 

2. Claims 21 , 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Childers et al. (EP 854 045) in view of Siwinski et al. (US 2002/0015066). 

With respect to claims 21-23 and 30-36, Childers et al discloses a container/an 
ink bag for storing ink consumed comprising: 
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. A flexible bag body, which is deformable in accordance with consumption 
of the ink and detachably provided in the recording apparatus (Fig.3: 
element 14, Column 3: line 42-45, Column 2: line 53-54) 

• A housing for housing the flexible bag, the housing formed with an 
aperture to expose the memory, the aperture enabling non-contact data 
communication between the memory and a device external to the housing, 
the aperture is formed completely through the housing to expose the 
memory to the device external to the housing (Fig.3: element 70) 

. Memory attached to the bag (Fig.3: element 20) 

• An ink supply port (Fig.3) 

However, Childers fails to teach a non-contact memory is provided on the 

removable consumable package 

Siwinski et al teaches a non-contact memory is provided on the removable 
consumable package (Fig.2: element 54a-54d). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made with a non-contact memory is provided on the bag body as taught 
by Siwinski et al. The motivation of doing do is prevent a potential source for problem 
such as to break, collect dirt, corrode or become misaligned (Siwinski et al. US 
2002/0015066; Column 1 : [0005]: line 14-19) and usage information is retained when a 
consumable item be moved from one ink jet to another (Siwinski et al. US 
2002/0015066; Column 3: [1122]: line 1-8) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 , 4-20, 28 and 29 are allowed. 

. The primary reason for the allowance of claims 1, 4, 5, 10, 29, 8,9/1 and 
11-16/10 is the inclusion of a combination of an ink bag includes a first 
part having a first flexibility and a second part having a second flexibility 
which is lower than the first flexibility and the memory IC is provided in the 
second part of the bag body. It is limitation found in each claims, as it is 
claimed in the combination, that has not been found, taught, or suggested 
by the prior art of record which makes these claims allowable over the 
prior art. 

. The primary reason for the allowance of claims 6, 7, 28, 8,9/6 and 1 1 - 
16/28 is the inclusion of a combination of an ink bag includes a first part 
having a first flexibility and a second part having a second flexibility which 
is lower than the first flexibility and the memory IC is provided in the first 
part of the bag body. It is limitation found in each claims, as it is claimed 
in the combination, that has not been found, taught, or suggested by the 
prior art of record which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ly T TRAN whose telephone number is 703-308-0752. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30am-5pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on 703-308-4896. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 
for regular communications and 703-308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0967. 



Sep,en*er25,2003 SSSSSl 




